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Dr. Poola has been a breast cancer scientist for the past 20 plus years.  She has worked as a 
professor in Howard University Medical School before starting this company. She is the recipient 
of 25 grant awards from 7 funding agencies, including NCI-NIH, NSF, DOD, Susan G. Komen 
for Cure, American Registry of Pathology, and Ella O. Latham Trust totaling more than $8 
Million dollars. She has served in over 25 committees of 10 funding agencies, including NIH, 
DoD, NSF, EPA, Komen for Cure, California Breast Cancer Research Program, Institute of 
Medicine, Italian Ministry of Health, The National Medical Research Counsel of Singapore, and 
Florida Department of Health. 

Dr. Poola has performed ground breaking research to understand the biology of precancerous 
breast tumors with funding from the NCI and Susan G. Komen for the Cure. For the first time 
Dr. Poola showed that progression from pre-cancer to cancer involved significantly increased 
levels of several cancer markers and the activation of a number of pathways that are known to 
promote cancer progression. Dr. Poola also showed that increased levels of certain oncoproteins 
predicted the actual development of breast cancer. These findings were published in highly 
prestigious medical journals (Nature Medicine 2005, PMID:864312;  Clinical Cancer Research 
2006, PMID: 16899629  and Clinical Cancer Research 2008, PMID: 18281563).   

At Silbiotech, Inc., Dr. Poola expanded on the published findings to develop a multimarker 
cancer risk test, BBDRisk Dx™, with SBIR grant funding from NCI- NIH and NSF. Through her 
entrepreneurial efforts Dr. Poola has successfully translated her basic science research ideas into 
a commercial clinical diagnostic test including the validation of novel biomarkers and 
development of a propriatory algorithm for risk stratification.    
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